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tsr deities and demigods form a fascinating aspect of the rich mythology and pantheon associated
with TSR, the renowned publisher of classic tabletop role-playing games such as Dungeons &
Dragons. These divine beings, ranging from all-powerful gods to heroic demigods, serve as the
foundational figures influencing the game's worlds, lore, and adventures. Understanding TSR deities
and demigods offers players and Dungeon Masters deeper insight into the mythos, character
motivations, and the intricate cosmology that shapes their campaigns. This article explores the
various deities and demigods within TSR's expansive universe, their roles, domains, and
significance in gameplay and storytelling.

Overview of TSR Deities and Demigods

TSR?s mythology is a tapestry woven with gods, demi-gods, and powerful entities that embody
various aspects of existence, morality, and natural forces. These divine beings are often central to
the lore of campaign worlds like Greyhawk, Dragonlance, and Forgotten Realms, each featuring
unique pantheons and mythic hierarchies.

Key Points:

- Divinity in TSR settings often influences mortal affairs, shaping events and destinies.
- Deities are typically classified by their domains, alignments, and spheres of influence.
- Demigods often serve as intermediaries or champions of the gods, possessing considerable

power but lacking full divine status.

The Role of Deities and Demigods in TSR Campaigns

Deities and demigods serve multiple functions in TSR-based campaigns:

- Sources of Power: They grant spells, blessings, and boons to followers.
- Plot Devices: Mythic conflicts, divine interventions, and quests revolve around these beings.
- Worldbuilding: Their histories and relationships help flesh out the cosmology of the game world.
- Moral and Ethical Frameworks: They provide guiding principles and codes of conduct for

followers.
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The interaction between mortals and divine beings often drives the narrative, with heroes seeking
favor, divine conflicts shaping history, and cults vying for influence.

Major TSR Deities and Their Domains

Below are some of the most prominent deities within TSR?s various worlds, along with their core
domains and aspects.

Greyhawk Pantheon

The Greyhawk setting features a diverse pantheon, with gods representing various facets of life and
nature.

Notable Greyhawk Deities:

- Pelor: God of the sun, healing, and agriculture. Often worshipped by farmers and healers.
- St. Cuthbert: Deity of retribution, common sense, and truth.
- Mordenkainen: While primarily a powerful wizard, he is also revered as a semi-divine figure in

some circles.
- Iuz: Demigod of deception and evil, a major antagonist in Greyhawk lore.

Common Domains:

- Sun and Light
- War and Valor
- Knowledge and Wisdom
- Evil and Deception

Dragonlance Pantheon

Dragonlance?s gods are integral to its mythos, with a pantheon divided into good, neutral, and evil
alignments.

Major Dragonlance Deities:

- Paladine: God of justice, protection, and honor. Patron of the Knights of Solamnia.
- Takhisis: Queen of Darkness, goddess of evil, chaos, and greed.
- Gilean: God of knowledge, balance, and neutrality.
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- Chemosh: God of death and the undead, worshipped by necromancers and evil practitioners.

Domains and Influence:

- Justice and Law
- Darkness and Evil
- Knowledge and Balance
- Death and the Undead

Forgotten Realms Pantheon

Although more extensively developed in later editions, TSR?s Forgotten Realms features a complex
pantheon with gods like:

- Lathander: God of dawn, renewal, and vitality.
- Lolth: Demon goddess of spiders, chaos, and deception.
- Torm: God of courage and self-sacrifice.
- Bane: God of tyranny, fear, and oppression.

Key Domains:

- Light and Renewal
- Chaos and Deception
- Courage and Justice
- Tyranny and War

Demigods and Heroic Figures in TSR Lore

While deities are supreme beings, TSR worlds also feature demigods?powerful mortals or lesser
divine beings who have achieved divine status or are revered as heroes.

Characteristics of Demigods:

- Often descendants of gods and mortals.
- Possess significant divine powers but lack full omnipotence.
- Serve as champions or avatars of the gods? will.
- Frequently involved in legendary quests and mythic battles.
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Famous Demigods:

- Elminster: A legendary wizard in the Forgotten Realms, revered as a demigod of magic.
- Raistlin Majere: A powerful mage whose ascension to demigod status is a recurring theme in

Dragonlance.
- Morgion: Demigod of plague and decay, worshiped in secret cults.

Role in Campaigns:

- Embody the ideals or conflicts of their divine patrons.
- Serve as quest-givers, mentors, or antagonists.
- Represent the mortal potential for divine greatness or catastrophe.

The Hierarchy and Relationships Among TSR Deities

The divine hierarchy varies across worlds, but common themes include:

- Supreme Deities: Oversee broad aspects of existence (e.g., Pelor, Paladine).
- Major Gods: Actively influence mortal affairs within domains.
- Lesser Gods: Patronize specific regions, professions, or groups.
- Demigods and Heroes: Mortal or semi-divine beings with localized influence.

Relationships among deities often involve alliances, rivalries, and conflicts that shape the mythic
landscape.

Examples:

- The eternal conflict between Paladine and Takhisis in Dragonlance.
- The alliances of gods in Greyhawk for certain campaigns.
- The subtle interplay of gods in the Forgotten Realms? cosmology.

Incorporating TSR Deities and Demigods into Campaigns

For Dungeon Masters and players, understanding these divine beings can enrich gameplay:

- Divine Intervention: Use gods? influence to justify blessings or curses.
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- Religious Factions: Create cults, temples, and religious orders rooted in deity worship.
- Mythic Quests: Design adventures involving divine relics, rival gods, or celestial conflicts.
- Moral Dilemmas: Challenge characters with issues related to faith, morality, and divine justice.

Tips for DMs:

- Define the pantheon?s hierarchy and relationships.
- Establish the domains and interests of relevant deities.
- Use divine beings to motivate characters? backgrounds and quests.
- Balance divine intervention to maintain narrative tension.

Conclusion

TSR deities and demigods form a cornerstone of the lore and mythology that underpin many classic
role-playing campaigns. From the powerful gods of Greyhawk and Dragonlance to the complex
pantheon of the Forgotten Realms, these divine entities add depth, intrigue, and epic scope to
storytelling. Whether as patrons, antagonists, or legends, they influence the mortal world and inspire
adventurers to reach for greatness. Understanding their roles, relationships, and influence is
essential for creating immersive and compelling TSR-based campaigns that resonate with mythic
grandeur.

Meta Description:

Explore the rich world of TSR deities and demigods, their domains, hierarchies, and roles in classic
D&D settings like Greyhawk, Dragonlance, and the Forgotten Realms. Discover how divine beings
shape adventure and storytelling.
 
TSR Deities and Demigods have played a pivotal role in shaping the rich tapestry of the Dungeons
& Dragons universe and the broader realm of tabletop role-playing games. Originating from the
legendary TSR (Tactical Studies Rules) company, these divine beings and semi-divine heroes
provide depth, lore, and complexity to campaigns, inspiring countless adventures and stories across
generations. Their mythologies, powers, and relationships not only enhance gameplay but also
reflect diverse cultural influences, philosophical ideas, and storytelling traditions. This review aims to
explore the various aspects of TSR deities and demigods, examining their origins, characteristics,
significance, and impact on gameplay and narrative development.

Introduction to TSR Deities and Demigods

The pantheon of TSR deities and demigods is a cornerstone of the D&D universe, especially
prominent in the 1st and 2nd editions. These divine entities are more than mere background lore;

Published by: it.aquamineralspa.com Page 5 of 33



ADVANCED DUNGEONS AND DRAGONS DEITIES AND DEMIGODS Printable PDF Vol. 2022, Issue 9

they actively influence the world, interact with mortals, and serve as sources of divine magic, quests,
and moral guidance. Demigods, on the other hand, are typically mortal heroes or lesser divine
beings who have achieved near-immortality or divine status through feats, lineage, or divine favor.

The core idea behind these divine figures is to create a multi-layered cosmology that supports
complex narratives involving faith, power struggles, divine intervention, and moral dilemmas. Their
stories often mirror mythologies from Earth, such as Greek, Norse, Egyptian, and other mythic
traditions, but also incorporate original elements unique to the D&D universe.

Categories of Deities in TSR Lore

The TSR pantheon can generally be categorized into several groups based on their domains,
alignment, and roles within the cosmology:

Major Deities

- Often embody fundamental aspects of existence such as good, evil, law, chaos, nature, and
knowledge.

- Examples include Pelor (god of the sun and healing), Moradin (dwarven god of creation), and
Lolth (drow goddess of chaos and spiders).

Minor Deities and Demigods

- Typically associated with specific domains like craft, war, or love.
- They may be worshiped locally or by specific groups.
- Examples include Brandobaris (thief god) or Hanali Celanil (elven goddess of love and beauty).

Lesser and Demigods

- Semi-divine beings with significant power but not full gods.
- Often mortals who have ascended or divine beings with limited portfolios.
- Examples include heroic demigods like Drizzt Do'Urden in certain lore.

Key Deities and Their Domains

In TSR's lore, deities are often associated with specific domains, which influence their followers,
powers, and worship practices. Here are some prominent examples:
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Pelor ? God of the Sun and Healing

- Aligns with good, law, and life.
- Worshiped by healers, clerics, and those seeking protection and renewal.
- Powers include healing, light-based magic, and protection.

Moradin ? Dwarven God of Creation

- Embodies craftsmanship, family, and fire.
- Revered by artisans, smiths, and warriors.
- Offers abilities related to forging, protection, and resilience.

Lolth ? Goddess of Spiders and Chaos

- Represents chaos, darkness, and deception.
- Worshiped by drow and chaos-aligned followers.
- Powers include illusion, poison, and control over arachnids.

Corellon Larethian ? Elven God of Magic and Arts

- Patron of elves, magic, and artistry.
- Followers often include mages, artists, and scholars.
- Grants powers related to spellcasting and creativity.

Demigods and Their Role in TSR Lore

Demigods serve as intermediaries between mortals and deities. Their stories often involve heroic
deeds, tragic flaws, or divine favor that elevates them beyond ordinary humans. Key aspects
include:

- Origins: Many demigods are born from mortal parents with divine ancestry or through divine
intervention.

- Powers: They possess supernatural abilities but lack the full scope of divine omnipotence.
- Role in Campaigns: Demigods often serve as quest-givers, symbols of hope, or cautionary tales

within adventures.
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Notable Demigods:

- Drizzt Do'Urden: While primarily a mortal, his divine-like status in lore due to his exceptional
abilities and moral standing.

- Eilistraee: A goddess who was once a mortal drow, embodying redemption and hope, often
considered a demigod in some lore.

Relationship Between Deities and Mortals

The interactions between TSR deities/demigods and mortals are central to the narrative mechanics
of D&D and similar role-playing settings. These relationships are characterized by:

- Worship and Faith: Followers gain divine magic, blessings, and guidance.
- Divine Intervention: Gods may directly influence worldly events in response to prayers,

sacrifices, or moral choices.
- Moral and Ethical Frameworks: Deities often embody specific moral codes that followers are

expected to uphold, shaping character alignments and role-playing.

Advantages of Deity Worship in Campaigns:

- Provides divine magic, blessings, and unique powers.
- Offers moral dilemmas and role-playing opportunities.
- Creates a layered narrative involving divine politics and conflicts.

Challenges:

- Balancing divine influence without overpowering players.
- Ensuring the pantheon remains consistent with the campaign setting.
- Managing the complex relationships between different deities and their followers.

Impact on Gameplay and Campaign Design

The inclusion of TSR deities and demigods significantly enriches gameplay by adding depth and
complexity:

- Divine Magic: Clerics, druids, paladins, and other divine spellcasters derive their powers from
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their chosen deities, which influences their abilities and role-playing.
- Quest Hooks: Deities often serve as motivation for quests, whether they seek to recover lost

artifacts, defeat rival gods, or fulfill divine prophecies.
- Worldbuilding: A well-developed pantheon allows Dungeon Masters to craft intricate religious

and political systems, divine rivalries, and mythic histories.
- Moral Choices: Followers' alignment and actions are often influenced by their deity?s doctrines,

leading to moral dilemmas and character development.

Pros:

- Adds narrative richness and cultural depth.
- Enhances character backgrounds and motivations.
- Facilitates divine-themed campaigns.

Cons:

- Can complicate game balance if not managed carefully.
- May overshadow other aspects of gameplay if divine influence becomes too dominant.
- Requires detailed knowledge of lore to implement effectively.

Evolution and Legacy of TSR Deities and Demigods

Since their inception, TSR deities and demigods have evolved through various editions,
supplements, and adaptations. The 1st edition?s ?Deities & Demigods? supplement was a
landmark, providing extensive lore, pantheon charts, and divine rules, which set the foundation for
future expansions.

Later editions, including Advanced D&D and D&D 3rd/4th/5th editions, have refined and expanded
these mythologies, often incorporating new deities, cultural influences, and mechanics. Modern
adaptations continue to draw inspiration from classic lore while also integrating diverse mythologies
from around the world.

Legacy:

- These deities serve as a bridge connecting players to a mythic universe.
- Their stories have inspired novels, video games, and other media.
- They remain a vital part of the role-playing experience, fostering creativity and storytelling.
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Conclusion

TSR deities and demigods form a fundamental aspect of the rich, mythic universe of Dungeons &
Dragons. They provide a divine dimension that influences gameplay, enriches storytelling, and offers
players opportunities for moral exploration, divine intervention, and heroic deeds. Their diverse
pantheon reflects a tapestry of cultural, philosophical, and fantastical ideas, making each campaign
a unique exploration of faith, power, and legend.

While integrating these divine entities into gameplay can pose challenges, their benefits?depth,
narrative potential, and immersive worldbuilding?far outweigh the difficulties. As the lore continues
to evolve with new editions and creative interpretations, TSR deities and demigods remain an
enduring cornerstone of fantasy role-playing, inspiring adventurers to seek greatness,
understanding, and sometimes, divine favor in their quests.
 

 QuestionAnswer Who are the primary deities in TSR's mythology? In TSR's mythology, the
primary deities include gods like Pelor, the Sun Father; Moradin, the Dwarven god of creation; and
Lolth, the Spider Queen. These deities are central to the lore and are worshipped by various races
and cultures within TSR's settings. What role do demigods play in TSR's worlds? Demigods in
TSR's worlds are powerful beings who are offspring of gods and mortals or have achieved
divine-like status through great deeds. They often serve as intermediaries between gods and
mortals, influencing mortal affairs and sometimes ascending to full deity status. How are TSR deities
different from demigods in gameplay? In gameplay, TSR deities are usually worshipped as ultimate
powers with domain-specific abilities, while demigods are playable or non-playable characters
possessing significant divine traits but not full divine status. Demigods often serve as powerful NPCs
or player characters with divine heritage. Which TSR deity is associated with knowledge and magic?
Boccob is the TSR deity associated with knowledge, magic, and foresight. He is often worshipped
by wizards and scholars seeking wisdom and mastery over arcane arts. Can demigods in TSR
become full gods? Yes, in TSR's mythos, demigods can ascend to full deity status through acts of
great importance, worship, and divine favor. This process often involves significant quests or divine
intervention. What is the significance of Lolth in TSR's Drow society? Lolth, the Spider Queen, is the
chief deity of the Drow (dark elves) in TSR's settings. She embodies chaos, deception, and
spider-related themes, and her worship influences Drow society's hierarchical and treacherous
nature. Are there any famous demigods in TSR's lore? Yes, notable demigods include characters
like Iuz, the demigod of evil, and Vecna, the god of secrets and necromancy, who started as a
mortal and ascended to divine status, playing crucial roles in TSR's stories. How do TSR's deities
influence the world and its inhabitants? TSR's deities influence the world through divine intervention,
granting blessings, curses, and magical powers to their followers. Their teachings shape cultures,
laws, and conflicts within the setting, making them central to the world's mythology and ongoing
stories. What are some common domains associated with TSR deities? Common domains include
Life, War, Knowledge, Magic, Death, and Nature. These domains define the powers and spheres of
influence of each deity, guiding their worshippers? practices and divine interventions. 
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Goddesses And Gods Of Old Europe

Goddesses and gods of old Europe encompass a diverse array of deities rooted in the rich
mythologies and spiritual traditions of the continent?s ancient civilizations. From the lush forests and
rolling hills to the sacred springs and mountain peaks, these divine figures reflect the values, fears,
hopes, and natural phenomena that shaped early European life. Exploring these deities offers a
fascinating glimpse into the spiritual landscape of ancient Europe, revealing how civilizations
understood and personified the world around them. This article delves into some of the most
prominent goddesses and gods of old Europe, their roles, attributes, and cultural significance.

Ancient European Mythologies: An Overview

European mythology is a tapestry woven from various traditions, including Celtic, Norse,
Greco-Roman, Slavic, and pre-Indo-European beliefs. Each culture contributed unique deities and
mythic narratives, often reflecting their environment, social structures, and spiritual beliefs. While
some gods and goddesses were widely worshiped or recognized, others remained localized or
evolved over time.

Notable features of these mythologies include:

- Polytheism: Many deities represented natural forces or human endeavors.
- Rituals and festivals: Celebrating agricultural cycles, celestial events, and life milestones.
- Syncretism: Merging of deities and beliefs over centuries due to cultural exchanges.

Major Deities of Old Europe

The pantheon of ancient European gods and goddesses is vast, but several figures stand out due to
their widespread worship or mythic importance.

1. Danu (or Dana) ? The Mother Goddess

Danu is often considered one of the earliest and most revered mother figures in European
mythology, especially within Celtic traditions.
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- Attributes: Fertility, rivers, wisdom, and motherhood.
- Mythical Significance: Danu is seen as the ancestral goddess of the Tuatha Dé Danann in

Irish mythology, embodying the land?s life-giving qualities.
- Symbols: Rivers, water, trees, and the earth.

Danu?s influence underscores the importance of water and fertility in early European agrarian
societies. Her name also appears in various regional variants, emphasizing her widespread
reverence.

2. Odin ? The All-Father

Odin is central to Norse mythology, representing wisdom, war, and death.

- Attributes: Wisdom, magic, poetry, and battle prowess.
- Mythical Significance: As the chief deity of the Norse pantheon, Odin presides over Valhalla

and the slain warriors.
- Symbols: The spear Gungnir, ravens Huginn and Muninn, and the one-eyed look.

Odin?s quest for knowledge, even at great personal cost, reflects the valor and valorization of
wisdom in Norse culture.

3. Freyja ? The Goddess of Love and Fertility

Freyja is a prominent figure among the Norse and Germanic pantheon, embodying love, beauty,
and fertility.

- Attributes: Love, fertility, magic, and war.
- Mythical Significance: Leader of the Valkyries and owner of the magical necklace

Brísingamen.
- Symbols: Cats, boars, and the necklace.

Her dual roles as a goddess of love and war highlight the complex nature of divine femininity in Old
European beliefs.

4. Cernunnos ? The Horned God

Cernunnos is a mysterious Celtic deity associated with animals, nature, and fertility.
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- Attributes: Horned figure, nature, life cycles, and abundance.
- Mythical Significance: Often depicted with antlers or horns, symbolizing their connection with

woodland and animals.
- Symbols: Animals, trees, and the torc (a circular neck ornament).

Cernunnos exemplifies the deep reverence for nature and the animal world in Celtic spirituality.

Deities of Specific Regions and Cultures

While some gods and goddesses hold pan-European significance, many are specific to particular
regions or cultures.

1. Taranis ? The Thunder God of the Celts

Taranis was a Celtic deity associated with thunder and storms.

- Attributes: Thunder wheel, storm, and sky.
- Mythical Significance: His thunderbolt was thought to control weather and agricultural fertility.
- Symbols: The wheel and the thunderbolt.

Archaeological finds, such as the large bronze wheel from the La Tène period, link Taranis to Celtic
ritual practices.

2. Perun ? The Slavic Thunder God

Perun is a prominent deity in Slavic mythology, embodying power and protection.

- Attributes: Thunder, lightning, oak trees, and warriors.
- Mythical Significance: Considered the chief god of war and weather, often battling Veles, the

serpent god.
- Symbols: The axe or hammer, oak trees, and lightning.

Perun?s worship was central to early Slavic spiritual life, reflecting the importance of natural
elements.

3. Demeter and Persephone ? The Greek Foundations

Though Greece is geographically at the southeastern edge of Europe, its mythologies deeply
influenced the continent.
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- Attributes: Agriculture, fertility, the cycle of life and death.
- Mythical Significance: Demeter?s grief over Persephone?s abduction explains seasonal

cycles, symbolizing fertility and renewal.
- Symbols: Grain, the sheaf, and the pomegranate.

Their stories highlight the importance of agriculture and seasonal change in ancient European
societies.

Role of Nature and the Cosmos in European Deity Worship

Many European deities are personifications of natural phenomena or celestial bodies.

- Celestial bodies: Sun gods like Sol and Lugh; moon goddesses such as Diana.
- Natural features: Rivers, mountains, forests, and trees often had divine significance.
- Seasonal festivals: Celebrations aligned with solstices, equinoxes, and harvest times,

emphasizing the cyclical nature of life.

Understanding these aspects reveals how ancient Europeans saw their environment as imbued with
divine presence.

Legacy and Continuing Influence

Although many of these deities fell out of widespread worship with the advent of Christianity, their
influence persists.

- Modern paganism: Revival of interest in pre-Christian deities, such as Wicca and Heathenry.
- Literature and arts: Mythological themes inspire contemporary books, movies, and artworks.
- Archaeological discoveries: Unearth ancient temples, artifacts, and inscriptions that deepen

our understanding of these deities.

The enduring fascination with gods and goddesses of old Europe underscores the timeless human
desire to connect with the divine and comprehend the mysteries of nature.

Conclusion

The gods and goddesses of old Europe offer a window into the spiritual and cultural psyche of
ancient civilizations. From the nurturing Mother Goddess Danu to the fierce warrior Odin, each deity
reflects aspects of life, nature, and human experience that continue to resonate today. Their stories
and symbols remind us of the deep roots of European cultural heritage and the enduring power of
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myth to shape our understanding of the world. Exploring these divine figures enriches our
appreciation of Europe?s diverse spiritual history and highlights the universal human quest for
meaning and connection with the divine.
 
Goddesses and gods of old Europe have long captivated scholars, myth enthusiasts, and cultural
historians alike. These divine figures, rooted in the rich tapestry of European prehistory and history,
reveal much about ancient societies? values, fears, hopes, and understanding of the natural world.
From the lush landscapes of the Mediterranean to the icy expanses of Northern Europe, the
pantheon of European deities reflects a diverse array of myths, rituals, and spiritual beliefs that have
influenced modern culture, art, and spiritual practices. Exploring these ancient gods and goddesses
offers not only a window into the spiritual life of our ancestors but also insight into how cultures
evolve and adapt their mythologies over time.

The Origins of European Deities: A Crossroads of Cultures

European mythologies are a melting pot of traditions, influenced by prehistoric animism,
Indo-European migrations, Celtic, Roman, Norse, Greek, and Slavic mythologies, among others.
Many deities originated from local folk religions, evolving over centuries into complex pantheon
structures. The syncretism seen in European gods reflects the continent?s history of conquest,
trade, and cultural exchange.

Key Features:

- Diverse origins stemming from indigenous beliefs, Indo-European migrations, and later classical
influences.

- Deities often embody natural phenomena, societal roles, or concepts like love, war, fertility, or
death.

- Syncretism led to overlapping identities, where gods absorbed attributes of others over time.

Pros:

- Rich cultural heritage, showcasing a blend of beliefs that highlight the continent's historical
complexity.

- Deep symbolism associated with natural elements and societal values.
- Many myths have persisted through oral traditions, influencing modern storytelling and literature.

Cons:
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- Fragmented sources make it difficult to reconstruct a definitive pantheon.
- Some deities are known only through archaeological artifacts or scant references.
- Mythologies often intertwined with political or religious authority, complicating their

interpretation.

Major Gods and Goddesses of Old Europe

The European pantheon includes a multitude of deities, each representing different aspects of life
and nature. Here, we examine some of the most prominent figures, highlighting their roles,
attributes, and cultural significance.

Greek and Roman Deities

Although rooted in the Mediterranean, Greek and Roman gods profoundly influenced European
cultural heritage.

Zeus / Jupiter

- King of gods, god of the sky and thunder.
- Symbolizes authority, law, and order.
- Iconography: thunderbolt, eagle, scepter.

Features:

- Central figure in Greek mythology, with numerous myths about his reign and relationships.
- Roman Jupiter adopted from Greek Zeus but also integrated local Italic deities.

Pros:

- Embody universal themes of power and authority.
- Rich mythological stories that have influenced Western literature.

Cons:

- Portrayals often involve human flaws and moral ambiguities.

Nordic and Germanic Deities
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Odin

- The All-Father, god of wisdom, war, and death.
- Seeker of knowledge, associated with runes and magic.
- Iconography: ravens, spear (Gungnir), one-eyed appearance.

Features:

- Central figure in Norse mythology, leader of the Æsir gods.
- Patron of poets, warriors, and rulers.

Pros:

- Complex character embodying wisdom and sacrifice.
- Rich mythic stories about his quests for knowledge.

Cons:

- Ambiguous morality; often portrayed as morally complex.

Freyja

- Goddess of love, fertility, beauty, and war.
- Leader of the Valkyries who choose fallen warriors.
- Iconography: cats, necklaces, and a chariot.

Features:

- Represents both nurturing and fierce aspects of femininity.
- Central in Norse fertility rituals.

Pros:

- Embodies duality of love and war.
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- Influences later European conceptions of feminine divine figures.

Cons:

- Less information survives compared to Odin or Thor.

Celtic Deities

Brigid

- Goddess of poetry, healing, and fertility.
- Also associated with fire and craftsmanship.
- Worshiped across Ireland and Britain.

Features:

- Syncretized later with Christian saints.
- Celebrated during Imbolc festival.

Pros:

- Represents creativity and healing.
- Continues influence in modern Irish culture.

Cons:

- Origins obscure, with multiple local versions.

Cernunnos

- Horned god representing fertility and the forest.
- Often depicted with antlers, seated in meditative pose.

Features:
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- Associated with nature and animals.
- Evidence mainly from Celtic artifacts.

Pros:

- Emphasizes harmony with nature.
- Symbolizes wildness and fertility.

Cons:

- Limited textual references, mostly iconography.

Slavic Deities

Perun

- God of thunder, lightning, and war.
- Often seen as a counterpart to Odin or Zeus.

Features:

- Wields an axe or hammer.
- Represents strength and authority.

Pros:

- Central to Slavic pagan worship.
- Embodies natural forces and societal order.

Cons:

- Less documented, primarily through folk traditions.

Veles
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- God of cattle, commerce, and the underworld.
- Often depicted as a serpent or dragon.

Features:

- Represents chaos, the earth, and the underworld.
- Frequently in conflict with Perun.

Pros:

- Illustrates duality in Slavic beliefs.
- Reflects economic and spiritual aspects of life.

Cons:

- Conflicting myths and sparse written records.

Fertility and Nature Deities

Many Old European gods and goddesses are associated with fertility, agriculture, and natural
cycles, reflecting societies deeply connected to their environment.

Isis and Demeter

While primarily associated with Egyptian and Greek cultures, respectively, these deities? influence
extended into European myth through cultural exchange.

Demeter

- Greek goddess of harvest and fertility.
- Her myth explains the cycle of seasons.

Features:

- Represents agricultural abundance.
- Her rites influenced European harvest festivals.
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Pros:

- Emphasizes the importance of fertility in societal survival.
- Mythology encourages reverence for natural cycles.

Cons:

- Limited direct worship in pre-Christian Europe.

Mother Earth and Earth Goddesses

- Many cultures worshiped a Mother Earth figure, embodying fertility and the land?s life-giving
force.

Features:

- Often depicted as nurturing female figures.
- Examples include Gaia (Greek), Nerthus (Germanic), and Epona (Celtic).

Pros:

- Symbolize environmental harmony.
- Central to fertility rites and agricultural festivals.

Cons:

- Variations in depictions and roles across cultures.

The Decline and Transformation of Old European Gods

With the rise of Christianity and other monotheistic religions, many pagan deities were suppressed
or assimilated into Christian saints and symbols.

Features:
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- Christianization often incorporated pagan festivals into Christian holidays.
- Some gods were reinterpreted as saints or spirits.

Pros:

- Cultural continuity through syncretism.
- Preservation of some mythic elements in folk traditions.

Cons:

- Loss of original religious practices and beliefs.
- Many deities and their stories are now fragmented or forgotten.

Modern Legacy and Revival

Interest in European pagan gods has seen a resurgence through neopagan movements, historical
reenactments, and academic research.

Features:

- Contemporary practitioners revive old rituals and celebrate festivals.
- Mythologies are studied for cultural and historical insights.

Pros:

- Preservation and appreciation of ancient cultural heritage.
- Opportunities for spiritual exploration outside mainstream religions.

Cons:

- Modern interpretations may lack historical accuracy.
- Potential misappropriation or commercialization.

Conclusion

The gods and goddesses of old Europe form a complex tapestry that reflects the continent?s
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diverse cultures, environments, and histories. Whether through the mighty Zeus of Greece, the
fierce Odin of Scandinavia, or the nurturing Brigid of Celtic Ireland, these deities embody universal
themes of power, fertility, wisdom, and nature?s cycles. Their stories, symbols, and rituals continue
to influence modern spirituality, art, and cultural identity. While much has been lost or transformed
over the centuries, the enduring fascination with these divine figures underscores their timeless
significance in shaping human understanding of the world and our place within it. Exploring these
ancient pantheons not only enriches our knowledge of history but also inspires ongoing dialogue
about spirituality, nature, and cultural continuity.
 

 QuestionAnswer Who was the chief goddess in ancient European pagan traditions? In many
ancient European traditions, the chief goddess was often a mother or earth goddess, such as Gaia
in Greek mythology or Nerthus in Germanic tribes, symbolizing fertility and the earth. Which gods
and goddesses were associated with fertility in old Europe? Deities like the Greek Demeter, the
Celtic Danu, and the Slavic Mokosh were associated with fertility, agriculture, and the nurturing
aspects of nature. What role did the goddess Nerthus play in ancient Germanic paganism? Nerthus
was a mother goddess associated with fertility and peace, believed to be a central figure in early
Germanic worship, as documented by Tacitus. Are there any surviving myths about the goddess
Brigid from Celtic tradition? Yes, Brigid is a prominent Celtic goddess associated with poetry,
healing, and fertility, later syncretized with Christian saint Brigid, and still celebrated in Irish culture.
Which gods were worshiped in ancient Scandinavian paganism? Key gods included Odin, Thor,
Freyja, and Loki, each representing aspects like war, fertility, love, and trickery. How did the ancient
Celts worship their gods and goddesses? The Celts practiced rituals at sacred groves, springs, and
temples, offering sacrifices, and celebrating festivals like Samhain dedicated to their deities. Was
the goddess Danu significant in ancient European mythology? Yes, Danu was a primordial mother
goddess in Celtic tradition, considered the mother of gods and associated with fertility and the land.
What are some symbols associated with old European goddesses? Common symbols include the
tree of life, the crescent moon, water, animals like cows and serpents, and sacred stones. How did
Christianization affect the worship of old European gods and goddesses? Christianization often led
to the suppression and transformation of pagan deities into saints or Christian symbols, blending old
traditions with new faiths. Are there any archaeological finds related to European goddesses and
gods? Yes, artifacts like the Venus figurines, sacred springs, and ancient temples provide evidence
of goddess worship and religious practices in old Europe. 

 
Related keywords: deities of ancient Europe, pagan gods, mythological gods, Celtic gods, Norse
gods, Greek gods, Roman gods, Slavic gods, goddess worship, ancient European mythology
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Chinese Deities Calendar 2019 English Edition offers a comprehensive guide for enthusiasts,
practitioners, and those interested in Chinese spiritual traditions. This calendar blends traditional
lunar and solar cycles with the rich tapestry of Chinese deities, festivals, and auspicious dates,
making it an invaluable resource for planning religious activities, cultural celebrations, and personal
rituals throughout the year 2019. With clear translations and explanations in English, it bridges the
gap between ancient Chinese beliefs and modern understanding, ensuring that users worldwide can
connect with the spiritual significance embedded in each date.

Overview of the Chinese Deities Calendar 2019 English Edition

The Chinese deities calendar is rooted in centuries-old traditions that integrate lunar months, solar
terms, and the veneration of various deities. The 2019 edition specifically provides:

- Detailed lunar and solar calendar alignments
- Names and roles of major Chinese deities
- Auspicious and inauspicious dates for various activities
- Festival and ritual schedules
- Explanations in English for easy understanding

This edition is designed to serve both spiritual practitioners and cultural scholars, offering insights
into the significance of each date and the deities associated with them.

Understanding the Structure of the Calendar

Lunar and Solar Cycles

The Chinese calendar is a lunisolar system, meaning it harmonizes the cycles of the moon with the
solar year. Key features include:

- 12 lunar months, each beginning with the new moon
- 13th month inserted in leap years to align with the solar cycle
- Solar terms (??, jiéqì) marking seasonal changes, such as Spring Equinox or Winter Solstice

Deity Associations

Each date or festival often corresponds to specific deities, representing various aspects of life,
health, prosperity, and protection. The calendar lists these deities, along with their stories and
significance.
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Major Chinese Deities Featured in the 2019 Calendar

The calendar highlights prominent deities worshipped throughout the year, including:

- Heavenly Jade Emperor (????, Yù Huáng Dà Dì): Supreme god overseeing all other deities
and cosmic order.

- Guanyin (??): Goddess of mercy and compassion, often invoked for protection and healing.
- Chenghuang (??): City gods responsible for local safety and prosperity.
- Caishen (??): God of wealth, honored especially during the Chinese New Year.
- Zhong Kui (??): Vanquisher of evil spirits, invoked for protection against malevolent influences.
- Huaguang Dadi (????): Deity associated with enlightenment and spiritual wisdom.

Understanding the roles of these deities helps in selecting auspicious dates for worship,
ceremonies, and personal rituals.

Auspicious and Inauspicious Dates in 2019

A key feature of the Chinese deities calendar is guiding users to choose the best days for important
activities such as weddings, business openings, or moving into new homes. The calendar
designates:

Best Days for Activities

- Days marked as highly auspicious (??, jí rì) for specific rituals.
- Days aligned with the worship of certain deities for targeted benefits (e.g., wealth, health,

protection).

Days to Avoid

- Inauspicious days (??, xi?ng rì) that may bring misfortune or obstacles.
- Days with conflicting or negative energies, especially during certain lunar phases or solar terms.

The calendar provides detailed guidance on selecting dates aligned with personal or collective
goals, such as:

- Weddings
- Business ventures
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- Housewarming
- Religious ceremonies

Festivals and Religious Observances in 2019

The calendar enumerates major Chinese festivals, many of which are dedicated to specific deities or
themes. Notable festivals include:

- Chinese New Year (??, Ch?njié): Celebrated in late January or early February, honoring the
Jade Emperor and welcoming the Lunar New Year.

- Lantern Festival (???, Yuánxi?o Jié): Marks the end of Chinese New Year celebrations, with
lantern displays and prayers to deities for family harmony.

- Dragon Boat Festival (???, Du?nw? Jié): Commemorates Qu Yuan, with offerings to river
gods and deities associated with protection against evil.

- Ghost Festival (???, Zh?ngyuán Jié): Honoring spirits and deceased ancestors, with offerings
and rituals to deities like the City Gods.

- Mid-Autumn Festival (???, Zh?ngqi? Jié): Celebrates harmony and reunions, with offerings
to the Moon Goddess, Chang?e.

The calendar details the dates of these festivals in 2019, along with recommended deity worship
practices.

How to Use the Chinese Deities Calendar 2019 English Edition

To maximize its benefits, users should:

- Identify auspicious dates for personal or collective activities based on the calendar?s guidance.
- Plan rituals and offerings aligned with specific deities on their designated days.
- Observe traditional solar terms and lunar phases to understand seasonal influences and optimal

times for spiritual practices.
- Consult festival dates and prepare offerings or ceremonies accordingly.
- Use translations and explanations to enhance understanding of the cultural significance behind

each date and deity.

Practitioners are encouraged to combine this calendar with personal intuition and local customs for a
more meaningful spiritual experience.

Benefits of the Chinese Deities Calendar 2019 English Edition
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This calendar serves multiple benefits for its users:

- Accessibility: English translations make traditional Chinese spiritual practices understandable
for a global audience.

- Guidance: Helps in selecting auspicious days for important events, reducing risks of misfortune.
- Cultural Preservation: Promotes awareness of Chinese festivals, deities, and rituals among

non-Chinese speakers.
- Personal Spirituality: Facilitates personal connection with deities for protection, prosperity, and

health.
- Community Engagement: Encourages participation in traditional festivals and collective

worship.

Conclusion

The Chinese Deities Calendar 2019 English Edition is an essential tool for anyone interested in
Chinese spiritual traditions, cultural practices, or seeking guidance for auspicious timing. By
integrating lunar and solar cycles with the veneration of deities, it offers a holistic view of Chinese
cosmology and religious life. Whether used for planning significant life events, participating in
festivals, or simply deepening one?s cultural understanding, this calendar bridges tradition and
modernity, fostering respect and appreciation for Chinese spiritual heritage.

For those wishing to explore further, many editions and supplementary materials are available,
providing deeper insights into each deity?s mythology, rituals, and historical significance. Embrace
the wisdom of the Chinese deities calendar and bring harmony, prosperity, and protection into your
life in 2019 and beyond.
 
Chinese Deities Calendar 2019 English Edition: An In-Depth Review

The Chinese Deities Calendar 2019 English Edition presents an intriguing blend of traditional
Chinese spirituality, cultural heritage, and practical daily guidance. As an essential tool for
practitioners, enthusiasts, and those interested in Chinese folklore, this comprehensive calendar
bridges the gap between ancient beliefs and modern accessibility. In this review, we will explore its
features, design, cultural significance, accuracy, usability, and overall value, providing an exhaustive
look into what makes this edition a noteworthy addition to anyone?s collection.

Introduction to the Chinese Deities Calendar

The Chinese Deities Calendar is rooted in centuries-old traditions that align specific days with
particular deities, spirits, and auspicious or inauspicious activities. Unlike Western calendars
primarily focused on dates and holidays, this calendar emphasizes spiritual guidance, ritual timings,
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and cultural observances based on Chinese astrology, lunar cycles, and folklore.

The 2019 edition in particular encapsulates the essence of these traditions, updated with modern
language and visuals for a global audience. This edition aims to make complex Chinese spiritual
practices accessible, especially for English-speaking readers unfamiliar with the intricacies of
Chinese metaphysics.

Design and Layout

Visual Appeal

The Chinese Deities Calendar 2019 English Edition boasts a visually appealing design that
balances traditional aesthetics with contemporary clarity. Key features include:

- Colorful Artwork: Each month features illustrations of deities, zodiac animals, and auspicious
symbols, rendered with vibrant colors that evoke traditional Chinese painting styles.

- Clear Typography: The date grid is easy to read, with prominent lunar phases and important
festivals marked distinctly.

- Iconography: Symbols representing various deities and auspicious elements are used
throughout, aiding quick recognition and understanding.

Layout Structure

The calendar is organized in a straightforward manner:

- Monthly Pages: Each month starts with an overview of significant dates, lunar phases, and
festivals.

- Deity Assignments: Specific days are associated with particular deities, often indicated with
icons or brief descriptions.

- Additional Sections: There may be supplementary pages detailing the significance of various
deities, traditional customs, and tips for auspicious activities.

The layout emphasizes usability, allowing users to quickly reference important dates and spiritual
insights.

Content and Features

Deity Associations and Daily Guidance
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A core feature of this calendar is the mapping of each day to specific deities. This system guides
users on optimal days for particular activities such as:

- Beginnings (business, travel, new projects)
- Rituals and offerings
- Avoiding inauspicious days to prevent misfortune

For example, certain days might be dedicated to the Guan Yin (the Goddess of Mercy), suggesting
times favorable for compassion and charity, while others align with Zao Jun (the Kitchen God),
indicating days suitable for household rituals.

Festivals and Lunar Phases

The calendar meticulously marks traditional festivals such as:

- Chinese New Year (Spring Festival)
- Lantern Festival
- Mid-Autumn Festival
- Double Ninth Festival

Additionally, lunar phases are prominently displayed, which are crucial in Chinese spirituality:

- New Moon
- Full Moon
- Major lunar phases crucial for ritual timings and divination practices

This lunar detail is invaluable for practitioners who follow lunar-based calendars.

Astrological and Cultural Insights

Beyond dates, the calendar offers explanations of:

- Zodiac animals for 2019 (Year of the Pig)
- Five elements theory
- Yin and Yang principles

These insights deepen the reader?s understanding of Chinese cosmology and how it influences
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daily life and spiritual practice.

Practical Tips and Ritual Guidance

The calendar often includes advice on:

- Choosing auspicious days for weddings, business openings, and travel
- Feng shui tips
- Preparation for festivals and ceremonies

This guidance helps users incorporate traditional practices into their modern routines.

Accuracy and Cultural Authenticity

Research and Authenticity

The 2019 edition is crafted with diligent research, often referencing classical Chinese texts,
astrology charts, and traditional almanacs. The inclusion of authentic deity stories, their functions,
and associated rituals ensures cultural integrity.

Alignment with Traditional Calendars

While designed for Western readers, the calendar maintains fidelity to traditional Chinese calendars,
including lunar-solar calculations, festival dates, and deity assignments. It balances modern
readability with traditional accuracy, making it suitable for serious practitioners and casual
enthusiasts alike.

Usability and Practicality

Language and Accessibility

The English translation makes the calendar accessible to a global audience, with:

- Clear explanations of deity names and roles
- Simple language for rituals and customs
- Glossaries or footnotes for Chinese terms

Portability and Durability

Published by: it.aquamineralspa.com Page 30 of 33



ADVANCED DUNGEONS AND DRAGONS DEITIES AND DEMIGODS Printable PDF Vol. 2022, Issue 9

The physical edition is typically printed on quality paper, with a size that balances portability and
readability. It?s designed to be durable enough for daily use throughout the year.

Digital Compatibility

Although primarily a printed calendar, some editions or publishers offer digital versions or apps,
allowing users to access deity information and auspicious days on their smartphones or computers.

Educational and Cultural Value

This calendar serves as an educational resource, introducing users to:

- The rich tapestry of Chinese deities
- Traditional practices and festivals
- Philosophical concepts like Yin-Yang, Wu Xing (Five Elements), and astrology

It acts as both a practical tool and a cultural ambassador, fostering greater appreciation and
understanding of Chinese spirituality.

Comparison with Other Calendars

Compared to standard Gregorian calendars, the Chinese Deities Calendar 2019 English Edition
offers:

- Depth of spiritual content not typically found in Western calendars
- Cultural specificity that appeals to Chinese heritage enthusiasts
- Guidance rooted in tradition, making it uniquely suitable for practitioners of Chinese

metaphysics

When juxtaposed with other Chinese lunar calendars, this edition stands out for its comprehensive
approach, combining traditional wisdom with modern design.

Pros and Cons

Pros

- Rich, authentic content rooted in tradition
- Beautiful, culturally resonant artwork
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- User-friendly layout for quick reference
- Educational insights for newcomers
- Practical guidance aligned with Chinese customs

Cons

- May require some prior knowledge to fully appreciate deity significance
- Limited space for personal notes or annotations
- Some traditional details might be overwhelming for casual users
- Availability may be limited outside specialized shops or online stores

Conclusion and Final Thoughts

The Chinese Deities Calendar 2019 English Edition is an exceptional resource that combines
traditional Chinese spirituality with modern accessibility. It is not merely a date-keeping tool but a
gateway to understanding the rich cultural and religious practices that have persisted for centuries.

Whether you are a practitioner seeking auspicious dates, a cultural enthusiast eager to learn about
Chinese deities, or someone looking for a beautifully crafted calendar, this edition offers substantial
value. Its thoughtful design, accurate content, and educational richness make it a worthwhile
addition to any collection.

In an era where global cultures blend and traditions seek preservation, this calendar stands as a
testament to the enduring relevance of Chinese spiritual practices. It invites users to incorporate
ancient wisdom into their daily lives, fostering a deeper connection with Chinese heritage and
spirituality.

In summary, the Chinese Deities Calendar 2019 English Edition is a meticulously crafted guide that
seamlessly integrates traditional Chinese cosmology into modern daily life. Its comprehensive
approach, aesthetic appeal, and cultural authenticity make it a highly recommended resource for
anyone interested in Chinese deities, astrology, and festive customs.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the 'Chinese Deities Calendar 2019 English Edition'? The 'Chinese
Deities Calendar 2019 English Edition' is a publication that details traditional Chinese deities, their
associated dates, and religious festivals for the year 2019, presented in English for a broader
audience. How does the 2019 edition differ from previous years' Chinese deities calendars? The
2019 edition features updated historical insights, modern interpretations, and an accessible English
translation, making it easier for non-Chinese speakers to understand and follow traditional Chinese
religious practices. Who would benefit from using the Chinese Deities Calendar 2019 English
Edition? Practitioners of Chinese folk religion, scholars, cultural enthusiasts, and anyone interested
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in Chinese mythology and religious festivals would find this calendar useful for understanding and
observing traditional customs. Does the calendar include specific dates for festivals and deities'
birthdays? Yes, the calendar provides detailed dates for major festivals, celebrations, and the
birthdays of various deities according to the lunar and solar calendars. Can the 2019 Chinese
Deities Calendar be used for planning religious activities? Absolutely, it serves as a practical guide
for scheduling rituals, offerings, and festivals aligned with traditional Chinese religious observances
for the year 2019. Is the 'Chinese Deities Calendar 2019' suitable for those unfamiliar with Chinese
culture? Yes, with its English explanations and contextual information, it is accessible to newcomers
interested in Chinese culture and religious traditions. Where can I purchase the Chinese Deities
Calendar 2019 English Edition? It can be found through online retailers specializing in cultural or
religious publications, Asian bookstores, or directly from publishers offering Chinese cultural
literature. Are there digital versions or apps of the 2019 Chinese Deities Calendar available? Some
digital versions or mobile apps may be available, but availability depends on publishers and
developers; it's best to search on app stores or specialized cultural platforms. How accurate are the
dates and information in the 2019 edition? The calendar is based on traditional lunar and solar
calculations, and reputable editions ensure accurate dates for festivals and deities' observances,
aligning closely with traditional Chinese customs. 

 
Related keywords: Chinese deities, lunar calendar 2019, Chinese gods, religious calendar,
Chinese mythology, spiritual calendar, Chinese festivals, deity worship, Chinese religious figures,
2019 Chinese calendar

Read the full article online: CHINESE DEITIES CALENDAR 2019 ENGLISH EDITION

Published by: it.aquamineralspa.com Page 33 of 33

https://it.aquamineralspa.com/digest/uVTSVUTLLL54/CHINESE+DEITIES+CALENDAR+2019+ENGLISH+EDITION

