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sample ¢ programs for pic 16f877a are essential for electronics enthusiasts, embedded system
developers, and students learning microcontroller programming. The PIC 16F877A is a popular 8-bit
microcontroller from Microchip Technology, renowned for its versatility, ease of use, and extensive
community support. Writing C programs for this microcontroller allows developers to harness its
features effectively, whether they are controlling LEDs, interfacing with sensors, or communicating
via serial protocols. In this comprehensive guide, we will explore various sample C programs tailored
for the PIC 16F877A, covering fundamental projects to more advanced applications. Whether you're
a beginner or an experienced developer, these examples will serve as valuable references to
accelerate your embedded projects.

Understanding the PIC 16F877A Microcontroller

Before diving into sample programs, it is crucial to understand the basics of the PIC 16F877A
microcontroller.

Key Features of PIC 16F877A

- 8-bit RISC architecture

- 40 pins with multiple 1/0 ports

- 14 analog channels with 10-bit ADC

- Serial communication interfaces (UART, SPI, 12C)
- Timer modules and PWM outputs

- Built-in EEPROM and Flash memory

- Low power consumption

Development Environment
To develop C programs for PIC 16F877A, you typically need:
- Microchip MPLAB X IDE

- XC8 Compiler (free or paid version)
- Programmer (PICkit, ICD, or similar)
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Getting Started with Sample C Programs

Writing C programs for the PIC involves understanding the microcontroller's architecture, registers,
and peripherals. Below are some foundational projects that demonstrate the basics.

1. Blinking an LED

This is the classic "Hello World" of microcontroller programming. It involves toggling an output pin
connected to an LED with a delay.

include

define _XTAL_FREQ 8000000 // Define oscillator frequency (8MHz)
void main() {

TRISBbIits. TRISBO = 0; // Set RBO as output

while (1) {

LATBDbits.LATBO = 1; // Turn LED on

__delay_ms(500); // Delay 500ms

LATBbits.LATBO = 0; // Turn LED off

__delay_ms(500); // Delay 500ms

Key points:

- Configure TRIS registers for I/O direction.
- Use 'LATB' to write to port B.
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-Use " __delay_ms() for timing delays.

Basic Peripheral Control

Once comfortable with blinking an LED, you can explore controlling other peripherals like switches,
LCDs, and sensors.

2. Reading a Push Button

This program reads the state of a push button connected to RB1 and turns on an LED on RBO when
pressed.

include

define _XTAL_FREQ 8000000

void main() {

TRISBDbIits. TRISBO = 0; // Output for LED

TRISBbIits. TRISB1 = 1; // Input for button

while (1) {

if (PORTBbits.RB1 == 0) { // Button pressed (assuming active low)
LATBDbits.LATBO = 1; // Turn on LED

} else {

LATBDbIts.LATBO = 0O; // Turn off LED
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Note: Remember to add external pull-up resistors if required.

Advanced Projects with PIC 16F877A

Beyond basic 1/0O, you can implement complex functionalities like serial communication, PWM, ADC,
and more.

3. Serial Communication (UART) Example

This program initializes UART to transmit "Hello World" repeatedly.

include

define _XTAL_FREQ 8000000

void UART _Init() {

TRISCbits. TRISC6 = 0; // TX Pin

TRISCbits. TRISC7 = 1; // RX Pin

TXSTA = 0x20; // Transmit enable

RCSTA = 0x90; // Enable serial port, continuous receive

SPBRG = 51; // Baud rate 9600 for 8MHz clock

void UART_Write(char data) {

while (ITRMT); // Wait until buffer is ready

TXREG = data;

void main() {



HOW | MADE 2000000 IN THE STOCK MARKET NICOLAS DARVAS Full Ver...

UART_Init();
while (1) {

char message[] = "Hello World\r\n";
for (inti = 0; message[i] !="\0"; i++) {

UART_Write(message(i]);

__delay_ms(1000); // Wait 1 second before repeating

Application: Send data to a PC terminal via serial port.

4. PWM Control for Motor Speed
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This example demonstrates how to generate PWM signals on CCP1 to control motor speed.

include

define _XTAL_FREQ 8000000

void PWM _Init() {

TRISCbits. TRISC2 = 0; // CCP1 pin

PR2 = 255; // Period register for PWM
T2CON = 0x04; // Timer2 on, prescaler 1

CCP1CON = 0x0C; // PWM mode
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CCPR1L = 127; /] Duty cycle 50%

void main() {

PWM_Init();

while (1) {

/I Increase duty cycle gradually

for (int duty = O; duty
CCPRL1L = duty;

__delay_ms(50);

I/l Decrease duty cycle
for (int duty = 255; duty >= 0; duty -=5) {
CCPRI1L = duty;

__delay_ms(50);

Application: Motor speed control with smooth ramp-up and ramp-down.

Using External Libraries and Resources

Developers can enhance their projects by utilizing libraries for LCDs, sensors, and communication
protocols.
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5. Interfacing with an LCD (16x2)

Here's a simple example demonstrating how to display "Hello" on a 16x2 LCD.

include

include "lcd.h" // Assume a custom LCD library
define _XTAL_FREQ 8000000

void main() {

lcd_init(); // Initialize LCD

lcd_print("Hello™);

while (1);

Note: You need to include or develop an LCD library compatible with your hardware.

6. Reading Temperature with ADC

This program reads temperature data from an analog sensor connected to ANO and displays the
value via UART.

include
define XTAL_FREQ 8000000
void ADC_Init() {

ADCONO = 0x01; // Enable ADC, select ANO



HOW | MADE 2000000 IN THE STOCK MARKET NICOLAS DARVAS Full Ver...

ADCONL1 = 0xO0E; // Configure port pins

ADCON2 = 0xA9; // Right justify, 8 Tad, Fosc/8

unsigned int ADC_Read() {

ADCONObits.GO = 1; // Start conversion

while (ADCONODbits.GO); // Wait for completion

return ((ADRESH
}

void main() {

ADC_Init();

while (1) {

unsigned int temp = ADC_Read();

/I Convert ADC value to temperature or voltage

/I Send via UART or process further

__delay_ms(500);

Best Practices for Writing C Programs for PIC 16F877A

To ensure efficient and reliable code, consider the following tips:

- Always initialize all peripherals before use.

Vol. 2023, Issue 4
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- Use meaningful variable names and comment your code.

- Optimize delays and timing for your specific clock frequency.

- Manage power consumption by disabling unused modules.

- Test code in stages, starting with simple I/O before integrating complex peripherals.

Conclusion

Sample C programs for PIC 16F877A serve as invaluable starting points for developing embedded
applications. From basic LED blinking and switch interfacing to advanced serial communication,
PWM, and sensor integration, these examples cover a broad spectrum of functionalities. Leveraging
these samples, developers can accelerate their project development, troubleshoot effectively, and
expand their knowledge of PIC microcontroller programming. Keep exploring, experimenting, and
customizing these programs to suit your specific application needs. With a solid foundation and
practical examples, you are well on your way to mastering PIC 16F877A development using C
language.

Remember: Always refer to the PIC 16

Sample C Programs for PIC 16F877A are essential resources for electronics enthusiasts, students,
and professional developers aiming to master microcontroller programming. The PIC 16F877A is a
popular 8-bit microcontroller from Microchip Technology, known for its versatility, affordability, and
extensive community support. Writing C programs for this microcontroller enables developers to
create a wide array of embedded systems, from simple LED blinkers to complex sensor interfaces.
This article provides an in-depth review of sample C programs tailored for the PIC 16F877A,
exploring their features, structures, and application scenarios to help both beginners and
experienced programmers.

Understanding the PIC 16F877A Microcontroller

Before diving into sample programs, it?s important to understand the core features of the PIC
16F877A:

- 8086 Microcontroller Architecture: 14-bit instruction set with Harvard architecture.

- Memory: 8K Flash program memory, 368 Bytes RAM, and 256 Bytes EEPROM.

- Peripherals: Multiple I/O ports (PORTA, PORTB, PORTC, PORTD, PORTE), timers (TMRO,
TMR1, TMR2), ADC, UART, SPI, 12C, etc.

- Clock: Internal oscillator up to 20 MHz or external crystal.

- Features:

- Up to 33 I/O pins.

- Built-in watchdog timer.
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- Power management features.

Understanding these features helps in designing suitable C programs and leveraging the
microcontroller?s capabilities effectively.

Sample C Program Structures for PIC 16F877A
Most sample programs for the PIC 16F877A follow a typical structure:
- Configuration Bits Setup: Defines oscillator type, watchdog timer, power-up timer, etc.
- Initialization Code: Sets up 1/O ports, peripherals, timers, and communication protocols.
- Main Loop or Functionality: Contains the core logic, often within an infinite loop.
- Interrupt Service Routines (if applicable): Handles asynchronous events.
This structured approach ensures clarity, modularity, and ease of debugging.
Common Sample Programs for PIC 16F877A
Below are some commonly used sample programs, their features, and typical applications.
1. Blinking an LED
Purpose: Demonstrates fundamental GPIO control using C programming.
Features:
- Configures a specific pin as output.

- Toggles the pin state with delay.

Sample Code Snippet:

include
define XTAL_FREQ 2000000

/I Configuration bits
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pragma config FOSC = XT, WDTE = OFF, PWRTE = ON, BOREN = OFF
void main() {

TRISBDbIits. TRISBO = 0; // Set RBO as output

while(1) {

LATBDbits.LATBO = 1; // Turn LED ON

__delay_ms(500);

LATBbits.LATBO = 0; // Turn LED OFF

__delay_ms(500);

Pros:
- Simple and easy to understand.
- Great for beginners.
Cons:
- Limited functionality.
- Doesn't incorporate advanced features.
2. Using Timers for Precise Delays
Purpose: Shows how to utilize the hardware timer for accurate timing.

Features:
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- Uses TimerO to generate delays.
- Demonstrates timer configuration and interrupt handling.

Sample Code Highlights:

include

include

define XTAL_FREQ 2000000

/I Configuration bits

pragma config FOSC = XT, WDTE = OFF, PWRTE = ON, BOREN = OFF

volatile uint8_t flag = 0;

void main() {

TRISBbits. TRISBO = 0; // LED pin

OPTION_REGDbits.TOCS = 0; // TimerO0 clock source

OPTION_REGhbits.PSA = 0; // Prescaler assigned to Timer0

OPTION_REGhbits.PS = 0b111; // Prescaler 1:256

INTCONDIts. TOIF = 0; // Clear timer interrupt flag

INTCONDIts. TOIE = 1; // Enable TimerO interrupt

INTCONDIts.PEIE = 1; // Enable peripheral interrupt

INTCONDIts.GIE = 1; // Enable global interrupt

while(1) {

if (flag) {
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LATBDbits.LATBO = |LATBbits.LATBO; // Toggle LED

flag = O;

void __interrupt() ISR() {

if INTCONDits.TOIF) {

TMRO = 131; // Reload value for 1ms delay
flag = 1;

INTCONDIts. TOIF = 0; // Clear interrupt flag

Features:
- Precise delay generation.
- Interrupt-driven approach.
Pros:
- More accurate timing control.
- Demonstrates interrupt handling.

Cons:
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- Slightly complex for beginners.
- Requires understanding of timers and interrupts.

3. Serial Communication (UART)

Purpose: Enables communication between the microcontroller and external devices like PCs or
Sensors.

Features:
- Configures UART module.
- Sends and receives data strings.

Sample Snippet:

include

define _XTAL_FREQ 2000000

/I Configuration bits

pragma config FOSC = XT, WDTE = OFF, PWRTE = ON, BOREN = OFF
void UART _Init() {

TXSTA = 0x20; // Set baud rate generator

RCSTA = 0x90; // Enable serial port

SPBRG = 31; // Baud rate 9600 for 20MHz clock

void UART_Write(char data) {
while('PIR1bits. TXIF);

TXREG = data;
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char UART_Read() {
while('RCIF);

return RCREG;

void main() {

UART_Init();

while(1) {

UART_Write('A"); // Send character

__delay_ms(1000);

Pros:

- Facilitates data exchange.

- Essential for sensor interfacing.
Cons:

- Requires careful baud rate configuration.

- Needs error handling for robust applications.
4. Reading Analog Inputs (ADC)

Purpose: Demonstrates how to read analog signals using the ADC module.
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Features:
- Configures ADC channels.
- Converts analog voltage to digital values.

Sample Code Snippet:

include

define _XTAL_FREQ 2000000

/I Configuration bits

pragma config FOSC = XT, WDTE = OFF, PWRTE = ON, BOREN = OFF
void ADC_Init() {

ADCONO = 0x41; // Select ANO and turn ADC on

ADCONL1 = 0x0E; // Configure pins as analog inputs

__delay_us(20);

unsigned int ADC_Read() {
ADCONObits.GO_nDONE = 1; // Start conversion
while(ADCONObits.GO_nDONE);

return ((ADRESH
}

void main() {

TRISA = OxFF; // Set PORTA as input
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ADC_Init();

while(1) {

unsigned int adc_value = ADC_Read();
/I Process adc_value as needed

__delay_ms(100);

Pros:

- Enables sensor data acquisition.
- Extensible for various analog sensors.

Cons:

- Limited resolution (10-bit).
- Requires calibration for accurate readings.

Advancing with Sample Programs

Beyond basic examples, more complex programs can incorporate:

- PWM control for motors and LEDs.

- Interfacing with LCDs (e.g., 16x2 LCDs).

- Implementing communication protocols like 12C and SPI.
- Real-time clock and event-driven systems.
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Each of these programs builds upon foundational knowledge and demonstrates the versatility of the

PIC 16F877A.
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Features and Benefits of Using Sample C Programs

Features:

- Educational Value: Simplifies understanding of microcontroller functionalities.
- Time-Saving: Provides ready-made templates for common tasks.

- Modularity: Encourages code reuse and modular design.

- Debugging Aid: Offers baseline code for troubleshooting.

Pros:

- Accelerates development process.
- Enhances learning through practical examples.
- Facilitates experimentation with different peripherals.

Cons:

- May require modification for specific hardware setups.

- Sample codes sometimes assume ideal conditions, not accounting for noise or real-world
variables.

- Over-reliance might hinder understanding of underlying hardware.

Key Tips for Working with Sample C Programs on PIC 16F877A

- Always Set Configuration Bits First: Incorrect settings can prevent code from running.
- Understand the Hardware: Know your circuit connections, especially I/O pin assignments.
- Use Proper Compiler and IDE: Microchip's MPLAB X IDE with XC8 compiler is

QuestionAnswer What are some example C programs for controlling LEDs on the PIC 16F877A?
A common example involves configuring the TRIS registers to set specific pins as outputs and then
toggling PORTB or PORTC to turn LEDs on and off. For instance, setting TRISC to 0x00 and then
writing to PORTC can blink an LED connected to RCO. How do | implement a delay function in C for
PIC 16F877A7? You can create a simple delay loop using nested for loops, or better yet, use the
built-in __delay_ms() or __delay_us() functions provided by XC8 compiler, after including and
configuring Fosc accordingly. Can | use C to read input from buttons on PIC 16F877A? Yes, you
can configure the relevant pins as inputs by setting the TRIS registers, then read their state using
the PORT registers. For example, reading PORTBDbits.RBO will give the current state of the button
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connected to RBO. What is a simple C program to implement UART communication on PIC
16F877A7? A basic UART setup involves configuring TX and RX pins, setting up BRGH and SPBRG
registers for baud rate, and using polling or interrupts to send and receive data. Example programs
initialize UART and transmit a string using putch() function. How can | generate PWM signals using
C on the PIC 16F877A? You can configure the CCP1 or CCP2 modules in PWM mode by setting
the appropriate CCPxCON registers, select a timer (usually Timer2), and set the duty cycle by
adjusting CCPRxL and CCPxCON bits accordingly. What is an example C program for reading
analog sensors using ADC on PIC 16F877A? Configure ADCONO and ADCONL1 registers for analog
input, start the conversion by setting ADON and GO/DONE bits, then read the result from ADRESH
and ADRESL registers. Repeat as needed to process sensor data. How do | implement a LCD
display interface in C for PIC 16F877A? Configure the data and control pins as outputs, initialize the
LCD with specific command sequences, and send data or commands by toggling control lines like
RS, RW, and E, following the LCD datasheet timing requirements. Are there ready-made C libraries
for PIC 16F877A to simplify programming? Yes, many developers use libraries like Mikroe?s PIC
libraries or MCC generated code, which provide functions for GPIO, UART, ADC, PWM, and other
peripherals, simplifying development and reducing code complexity. Can | control a DC motor with C
on PIC 16F877A? Yes, by using PWM signals to control motor speed via a motor driver or H-bridge.
Configure CCP modules for PWM, and control direction by setting appropriate GPIO pins connected
to the motor driver inputs. What are some tips for writing efficient C programs for PIC 16F877A? Use
hardware peripherals effectively, avoid unnecessary delays, optimize register usage, and leverage
interrupts for real-time tasks. Also, keep code modular and comment thoroughly for easier
debugging and maintenance.

Related keywords: PIC 16F877A, sample C programs, PIC microcontroller, embedded systems,
PIC16F877A projects, C programming PIC, AVR vs PIC, PIC firmware examples, microcontroller
programming, PIC C code examples



